
OFFICE OF THE CLAY COUNTY 
CIRCUIT COURT 

 
CIRCUIT COURT OF CLAY COUNTY, Seventh Judicial Circuit 

 
Clay County Courthouse, 11 South Water St., Liberty, MO 64068  816/407-3860 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

 

Clay County Circuit Court To Provide “HOPE CARDS” For Survivors Of Domestic 

Violence 

 

 

Liberty, Mo. – 10/30/2025:    

 

Clay County Circuit Court has launched a program providing survivors of domestic 

violence, harassment and stalking, a “Hope Card” when they are awarded a Full Order of 

Protection.  Currently, throughout the State, Petitioners are provided a ten-page document 

after the Order has been granted.  The Full Order contains a case number, prohibitions 

placed on the Respondent, identifiers for Petitioner, Respondent and any children 

affected.  Hope Cards are wallet-sized durable cards containing the information law 

enforcement needs to verify a protection order if a violation occurs. Hope Cards are an 

efficient way to inform police, employers, schools, or landlords about protection orders.   

 

“When law enforcement respond to alleged violations of Orders of Protection, often 

times the Petitioner does not have essential information from the Order readily available.  

Rather than carry around multiple letter-sized pages, Hope Cards provide all this 

information in a format that can be carried in Petitioner’s wallet.  This small change has 

the potential to make a big impact on the way in which domestic calls are handled,” said 

The Honorable Alisha D. O’Hara, Circuit Judge.  “In addition, the printer used to make 

the cards as well as all the materials was purchased using grant funding so this program is 

available at no cost to Clay County residents,” said O’Hara. 

 

Prior to launching the program, Judge O’Hara met with members of law enforcement 

throughout Clay County to ensure the information they would need on the card would be 

available.  “The Hope Cards will be very beneficial for law enforcement officers when 

they encounter a victim of domestic violence, harassment or stalking. The cards will save 

precious time in situations when we’re trying to get the victim to safety as soon as 

possible and hold their abuser accountable. Coordination between law enforcement 

agencies and the Court is critical for positive outcomes in these cases, and Hope Cards 

enhance that" said Clay County Sheriff Will Akin.  

 



Assisting in the implementation of the Hope Card program is the Circuit Clerk’s Office 

led by Clay County Circuit Clerk, Jo Ellen Jung.  “The Circuit Clerk’s office is proud to 

be involved as the first county in the State of Missouri to have a Hope Card program.  

Hope cards are provided at no cost to the Petitioner and can be printed in 20 seconds.  

Leaving the courthouse with card in hand is another way for the Court system to work 

together to ensure and enforce safety for our Citizens of Clay County, Missouri,” said 

Jung.  

 

This project is supported by Grant No. 154148 awarded by the Bureau of Justice 

Assistance. The Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Department of 

Justice’s Office of Justice Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice Statistics, 

the National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency 

Prevention, the Office for Victims of Crime, and the SMART Office. Points of views or 

opinion in this document are those of the author and do not necessarily represent the 

official position or policies of the U.S. Department of Justice.  
 

For Questions:   Contact Denise Banning, Presiding Judge’s Secretary at 816-407-3988 
 

 
 

 


